Where can | learn more?

Scan the QR code or

visit Parking laws and
fines on our website
(www.legalaid.vic.gov.au/
parking-laws).

Do you need this brochure in a
different format?

Search Parking, the law and you on our website
(www.legalaid.vic.gov.au). You can also phone
(03) 9269 0234 and ask for Community Legal

Education. We can talk with you about what you need.

This brochure was published on the lands
of the Wurundjeri and Bunurong peoples of
the Kulin Nation. We acknowledge and pay

our respects to Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander peoples and Traditional Custodians
throughout Victoria, including Elders past
and present.

First edition 1998
12th edition 2024

Victoria Legal Aid gratefully acknowledges Victoria
Law Foundation for establishing and maintaining
this publication from 1998 until its eleventh edition.
Parking, the law and you was transferred to Victoria
Legal Aid in July 2018.

More information and help

Victoria Legal Aid

Free information about the law and how we can help
you. Use Legal Help Chat on our website or phone Legal
Help, Monday to Friday, 8 am to 6 pm, excluding public
holidays.

www.legalaid.vic.gov.au
Phone: 1300 792 387

We have offices across Victoria. Our offices are
accessible to people with disability.

Do you need help phoning us?

Translating and Interpreting Service
YY1 Phone: 131450

Interpreter

héAEE)RAYL National Relay Service
SERVICE TTY: 133 677.
Speak and Listen: 1300 555 727
Internet Relay: https://nrschat.nrscall.gov.au/

nrs/internetrelay

SMS Relay: 0423 677 767
Video Relay: use Skype or the National Relay Service app.

Publication orders

To download or order free publications, visit Publications
and resources on our website (www.legalaid.vic.qov.au/
publications).

© 2024 Victoria Legal Aid. This work is licensed under a
Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 licence.

Disclaimer: This publication is a general guide only. It is
not legal advice. If you need to, please get legal advice
about your situation.

The law can change. Visit Parking laws and fines
(www.legalaid.vic.gov.au/parking-laws) to check the
latest updates.
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Parking laws - the basics

The law says you have parked even if you only stop for a
few minutes or do not leave your vehicle.

Every time you park your car or vehicle, you must:

* obey relevant parking signs

* park within marked bays (if marked)

* not get in the way of traffic, cyclists or pedestrians

+ allow enough space for large vehicles to pass safely
(usually three metres).

Before leaving the vehicle, you must:

* make sure the parking brake is on
* remove the key from the ignition

lock all doors and windows if there is no-one in the
vehicle

check for traffic and cyclists before opening your door,
getting out of or off the vehicle.

Parking, the law and you

A short guide to parking laws and fines in Victoria

Parking signs

* Read parking signs from top to bottom, left to right. It
is important to read the whole sign.

* The time limits on a parking sign only apply during
the times shown. Outside of those times, you can park
for as long as you want, unless another sign says you
cannot.

* Once you have reached the time limit, you cannot add
more money to the meter or move to a nearby spot.
You must move your vehicle out of the area that the
sign applies to.

« |f a parking sign shows a day of the week (for example,
Monday) then the restriction does not apply when that
day is a public holiday.

« |f a parking sign does not show a day of the week
then the restriction applies every day, even on public
holidays.

What if there is no sign?

Generally, parking signs tell you whether you can park.
However, even if there are no signs there are situations
where you:

* cannot stop or park
* must leave enough space between your vehicle and
something else.

Visit Parking laws and fines on our website
(www.legalaid.vic.gov.au/parking-laws) to learn more.

Parking fines
A parking fine is also called an infringement notice.

You can get a fine even if someone stays in the
vehicle.

Never ignore a parking fine - fines do not go away.
Act early to avoid having:

* to pay more

* to go to court

 your licence or registration cancelled.

You may be able to get free legal help for your fine.

Who can give me a parking fine?
Only authorised people can give you a parking fine.
These include:

* police
 protective services officers (PSOs)
* some council, government and VicRoads officers.

Private companies run some carparks. A parking ‘fine’
from a private company is not the same as a fine from
a council, the government or police. Visit our website
to learn more.

What are my options for dealing with a fine?
Visit our website for information on fines and answers
to common questions such as:

* What if | cannot pay a fine by the due date?

* What if | disagree with a fine?

* What if | am under 18?
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